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Antioch Church of the Brethren 
2996 Callaway Road 

Rocky Mount, VA 24151-7213 
web:  www.antioch-cob.org 

E-mail:  antioch_cob@juno.com 
Sunday School:10:00 a.m. 

Worship:11:00 a.m. 
Pastor: Tom Powers 

Mission Statement 
   We are a church who praises God, nurtures our brothers and 
sisters, and spreads God’s word through prayer, love, and deed. 

 
 
 
 
            2008 Vacation Bible School June 22– 26 
                 Please Sign up in the entryway to help  
            and remember to put the dates on your calendar 

1 

 
2008 



2 

 
Graduate Recognition 

Will be Sunday June 1st.  Please call the church office or e-mail us with 
the names of those who are graduating. 

                          2008 Ministry and Mission in Virlina 
The third annual Ministry and Mission event will be held on Saturday, 
May 3, 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at Bassett Church of the Brethren.  Six dif-
ferent workshops will be offered by the four commissions (Ministry, 
Nurture, Stewards and Witness) and two committees (Church Extension 
and Outdoor Ministries).  We will begin the day with worship and con-
clude the day with worship.  In addition to worship and workshops, we 
will have lunch and fellowship time.  Last year over 110 individuals 
participated in part or all of the activities.   

                          Author to Appear at Germantown Brick 
Charles D. Thompson, Jr., author of the Old German Baptist Brethren:  
Faith, Farming and Change in the Virginia Blue Ridge, will give a talk 
at Germantown Brick Church of the Brethren on Saturday, May 3 at 
7:15 p.m.  The talk will highlight the history and the changes that have 
taken place in farming among the German Baptist Brethren since they 
arrived in Franklin County, Virginia nearly 250 years ago.  For more 
information and directions, call the church office at (540) 334-5758.        

            Williamson Road Church of the Brethren 
            3110 Pioneer Rd, N.W.  Roanoke, Va.  24012 
Will have Paul Todd in Concert  May 3, 2008  7:00 p.m. Paul is a 
Christian artist with concerts including original, classical, popular 
& Broadway selections. He plays six keyboards.  Come celebrate 
with our church family  Williamson Rd. Church of the Brethren 

Care Team Spring Sing 
Spring has sprung! Open your door to the beautiful sounds of 
frogs in the pond and birds in the trees! On Monday evening, 
June 2, we hope you will open your hearts and sing out! Come 
with the care team as we visit with and sing to some folks who 
might not be getting to church the way they used to. Favorite 
hymns like “Amazing Grace,” songs reminiscent of love like 
“Daisy, Daisy,” favorite past times likes “Take Me Out to the Ball 
Game,” a song that is one hundred years old this year!  

Mark the date on your calendar! Watch and listen for details about 
this fun fellowship and meaningful ministry opportunity. 

            I wanted to invite your prayers for the upcoming days 
as 5 Pastors will be going on a “Immersion Retreat” as part of 
our Vital Pastor Program.   Our program is a 2 year long study 
that focuses on a critical question:   

As persons called to the set-apart ministry, what traits 
and practices will best help us (and the church) come 
alive with vital hearts for the world God so loves while 
resisting conformity to the world? 

We will read almost 20 books, meet for discussions, have a 
closing retreat, and take a trip at the start to build our group 
and begin our study and reflection.  On this retreat we will be 
studying churches that have reached out across boundaries, 
ministered to young adults, worshipped in new ways, and faith-
fully followed Jesus instead of the prevailing culture.  
On April 28th we will leave from Dulles and fly to Belfast.  
We will stay at Knocklayd, a retreat house of Corrymeela, a 
group that helped build bridges across different Christian 
groups.  We will meet with several church groups & tour Bel-
fast on the Black Taxi tour that highlights “the troubles.”  On 
Saturday May 3 we fly to London.  We will meet with several 
churches that have reached out in new forms of worship and 
church life.  On Tuesday May 6th we will travel to Bristol to 
meet with the author of one of our study books called Christ 
after Christendom.   He is also the leader of the Annabaptists in 
England.  In both communities we hope to take in the sights, 
pray & renew our faith.  We will return on May 8th. 
Our group includes Patrick Starkey of 9th St. Roanoke CoB, 
Ed Woodard, Oak Grove Roanoke, David R. Miller of Monte-
zuma CoB, and Chris Zepp from Bridgewater Church. 
            Thank you for your prayers, I look forward to bringing 
back some stories, pictures and ideas from our trip. 

���������	����������	����������	����������	�  
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Preaching & Praying . . . 
as you come for worship read & pray. . . 

Week of May 4, 2008    “You Shall Be Witnesses”   Luke 24:44-53 
· Pray for the Virlina District Board, as it meets at the Shelton Church in 

Surry County, North Carolina on May 10th.  Let us pray that the Spirit 
of God will grant discernment, guide every decision and enable every 
undertaking. 

· “ Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one an-
other, a tender heart, and a humble mind.  Do not repay evil for evil or 
abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing.  It is for 
this that you were called—that you might inherit a blessing.”  1 Peter 
3:8-9.  This week, ask God to help you treat people as you have called, 
with the love and humility in your heart. 

Week of May 11, 2008       “Poured Full”                    Acts 2:1-21   
· Pray for Bobby L. Phillips as he serves the Mason Cove Church in 

Roanoke County, Virginia as interim pastor.  Let us honor the commit-
ment, dedication and work of those who give freely of themselves to 
the work of Christ and the church.  

·  Turn your heart to God in remembrance of all of the long-term volun-
teers serving in Christ’s service.  Give praise for the volunteers’ dedi-
cation and willingness to donate time and energy to those in need 
around the globe. 

Week of May 18, 2008        “Live in Peace”             2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
· Pray for Williamson Road Church in Roanoke, Virginia and their pas-

tor, Michael Huffaker, as the congregation celebrates its 60th Anniver-
sary.  Let us pray for the gifts of the Holy Spirit that empower the min-
istry and mission of Christ’s church. 

· During the course of 2008, approximately twenty-eight workcamps 
will be held in the United States and abroad.  Workcamps are sup-
ported in large part by the generosity of volunteers.  Give thanks to 
God for those who assist others for shorter periods of time. 

Week of May 25, 2008         “Don’t Worry, Be Happy”  Matt. 6:24-34 
· Pray for Wayne C. Garst, Director of Disaster Response for the Virlina 

District Board, and the many disaster response workers we send forth 
to minister through rebuilding and reconstruction.  Let us pray that the 
service ministries of our congregations, district and denomination 
would be enhanced and multiplied for the glory of God and our 
neighbor’s good 

· The term “service” often leads to the idea of “volunteering.” God’s 
definition of “service” would certainly include volunteering, but is not 
limited to volunteering.  Ask God how you can better serve sisters and 
brothers in Christ, regardless of whether that service is through a for-
mal volunteer program or not.   3 

 
            ! 
 
 

Annual Conference Bus 
There are 2 opportunities to attend the 300th Anniversary Cele-
bration at Richmond.  Please Contact Earl or Jane LaPrade for 

more information 397-0965 or look at the flyer 
 

                        Camp Bethel  Summer 2008 

Brochures are available at church &  packets were mailed to all 
past campers.  All Summer Camp information (forms, sched-
ules, etc.) is also at www.campbethelvirginia.org. Campers have 
several options for resident camps, day camps, adventure camps 
and adventure trips.  Join us for our 81st year of summer camp-
ing. “Handle With Care.” 

            Day 1:  Create!         Genesis 1:1-25 

            Day 2:  Relate!         Genesis 2:4-23 

            Day 3:  Choose!       Genesis 6:11-9:17 

            Day 4:  Trust !           Luke 12:13-32 

            Day 5   Act!              Matthew 25:14-30 

            Day 6:  Proclaim!     Mark 16:9-20 

“God saw everything he had made, and it was very good.”  God 
made us for relationship: with God, with each other, and with 
creation.  Human attempts to understand this relationship echo 
through the Old Testament until finally, God sends Jesus, bring-
ing us full understanding.  Relationship begins in a garden 
(Eden) and begins again in a garden with Jesus’ resurrection.  
It’s the reason for our faith, and it’s our precious hope for the 
future, so we must learn to handle with care. 
                                     

            .  
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             What does God do when God’s children are weak? 
 
               What happened in the story of Jesus feeding the 5,000?  
In Mark 6:35-36 the disciples say to Jesus, “Send them away 
so they can go into the towns and buy something to eat.” There 
was a boy with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish and  Jesus took the 
loaves of bread and thanked God for them and gave them to the 
people who were sitting there.  He did the same with the fish 
giving as much as the people wanted.  When the disciples did-
n’t pray, Jesus prayed.  When the disciples didn’t see God, Je-
sus sought God.  When the disciples were weak, Jesus was 
strong.  When the disciples had no faith, Jesus had faith.  He 
thanked God.  It says in Matthew 14:19 that Jesus divided the 
bread and gave it to his followers to give to the people.  Rather 
than punish the disciples, he employs them.  He tells them to 
feed his lambs!!  There they go, passing out the bread they did-
n’t request, enjoying the answer to the prayer they didn’t pray.  
If Jesus acted according to the faith of his disciples, the crowd 
would have been hungry and gone unfed.  God is true to us 
even when we forget God!!! 
            Why is this important to know?  So you won’t get cyni-
cal.  Look around you.  Are there more mouths than bread?  
Are there more wounds than physicians?  Are there more who 
need the truth than those who tell it?  Are there more churches 
asleep than churches that are on fire?  What do we do?  Do we 
throw our hands up and walk away?  Do we tell the world we 
cannot help them?  No, No.  We don’t give up!  We ���� up���

We trust! We believe!  Our optimism and compassion will 
come through.  Christ has proven worthy and has shown that 
he never fails.  God is faithful even when God’s children are 
not!  That is what makes God, God!  Let go and let God.      
 

Piano Recital   
Antioch Fellowship Hall   May 18, 2008   3:00 p. m. 

Please bring snack food to share      Letha Milliron 
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            Please remember the families of   Mary Lou Fisher, Polly 
Flora .May God bring comfort to these families in their time of loss 
and grief. 

                          
             

 
Please remember the families of Gay Jamison, 
Lottie Walker, Danny Richardson, Burnice 
Conner, Sam Spencer, Marvin Beeghly and 
others who are grieving. 

 

DATE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

WORSHIP OFFERING 

April 6 50 99 $4,570.00 

April 13 61 125 $3,828.12 

April 20 54 86 $2,288.30 

April 27 77 142 $3,080.64 

APRIL STATISTICS 

 
            Norman Flora will be 85 on May 14. May God bless 
him on this special day and in the year ahead. 

 
             Please let the church office know about  
Address Changes so we can stay in touch.  We are 
also continuing to add your emails so we can keep 
in touch in other ways. 
 
 
 
You should have received the 2008 Yearbook .  If we missed yours or 
you wish an extra copy, call the church office 483-2087 
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To the Women’s Fellowship 
             We have lost someone very special.  
Thank you for sharing our grief. Thanks for the 
flower and coming to see my mother, Nellie 
Soyars.              Sherry Hodges and Family 
 
To the Church Family 
             God Blesses those who give of themselves.  May He reward 
you for  being so kind. Thanks to everyone for your prayers, kind-
ness, food, cards and flowers in the loss of our mother, Nellie 
Soyars. God Bless each of you            
             Sherry Hodges & Family, Thomas Soyars & Family 
 
             We want to thank everyone at Antioch who participated in 
Eileen Adcock’s visitation, services and providing the meal after-
wards.  She spent many happy hours there with her church family 
during her life.  Having her visitation and services in the familiar 
and serene surroundings at Antioch made them more personal and 
meaningful for us and it is what she would have wanted.  Thanks 
again.                                          The Family of Eileen Adcock 
 
To my church family: 
             Thank you so much for the prayers, love, supportive and 
encouraging words during the time of my daddy’s illness. Thanks 
for the meal from Wednesday Nite Alive—Momma & Daddy en-
joyed it so much and the visit by Jack Bowman.  It was so thought-
ful.  Thank you to Pastor Tom for the visits to the hospital and 
Franklin Health Care.  You all are special, caring people.  So many 
have done so much -so from the bottom of my heart I say thank you 
and God Bless you.                     Love Marsha Sink 
 
Dear Friends: 
            Thank you for the prayers, cards, food, visits and other 
acts of kindness shown to us during Gay’s illness and at her 
passing away. Your love and support is greatly appreciated by 
all the family. We are blessed to live in a caring community 
and to have a supportive church family.  God Bless you, 
                                    The Family of Gay B. Jamison 
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World Hunger Auction Events 
            It is intriguing to look back over the last quarter 
century since the first World Hunger Auction was held.  While 
that auction raised about $10,000, many additional events have 
been added to the schedule through the years to the point that 
more than $50,000 has been donated to various agencies in 
each of the last three years.  Please put the following on your 
calendar so that you can participate or provide financial 
support to those who do. 
              May 17           Golf Tournament  1:30 p.m. 
              June 7             Bike Ride        8:30 a.m. 
              June 8           Jonathan Emmons Organ Concert 3 p.m. 
              July 19           Family Fun Day 
              August 9         World Hunger Auction  9:30 a.m. 
 
            This is a special year because it is the 25th Auction.  
There is special emphasis on making each event a great 
success.  Consider ways that you can be a part of making that 
come true.  If you are able to walk the almost 6 mile course, 
play a round of golf, or ride a bike from 10 to 50 miles, 
consider doing it!  If not, seek out one who plans to and let 
them know that you will support them. 
 
            Beyond those events, we again have the opportunity to 
hear Jonathan Emmons in concert and to enjoy fellowship, 
food and music at Monta Vista Acres.  You are encouraged to 
take part in these opportunities. 
 
            While many will work to make these activities possible 
and many will participate, it is important to remember the 
purpose of their efforts.  We seek to raise funds to address 
hunger issues around the world, keeping in mind the guidance 
that we have been given: 
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