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Antioch Church of the Brethren 
2996 Callaway Road 

Rocky Mount, VA 24151-7213 
web:  www.antioch-cob.org 

E-mail:  antioch_cob@juno.com 
Sunday School:10:00 a.m. 

Worship:11:00 a.m. 

Mission Statement 
            We are a church who praises God, nurtures our broth-
ers and sisters, and spreads God’s word through prayer, love, 
and deed. 

Becoming and Belonging 
            Are you wanting to grow closer to Jesus, 
and make that first time commitment to Christ?   
Are you wanting to be baptized and become a 
part of the Antioch Church?  Have you been a 
worshipping part of our church and want to be-
come a member?  A meeting for Adults will be held at 3:30   
p.m. on December 2 in the Library. Please call the church    
office if you’d like to come.  A time for baptism and joining 
will be Dec. 16th, with more opportunities in the new year for 
Junior High, Sr. High Youth and other Adults. 
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                        300th Anniversary 
 
            2008 marks 300 years since the Church of 
the Brethren began in Germany.  Our denomina-
tion enjoys a rich history.  I’d like to encourage 
each of you to find a small way to celebrate our 
church’s anniversary.  Several of us went on a 
“Mother Churches” Tour a few weeks ago.  It 
was fast-paced but we all enjoyed the fun, fel-
lowship and information along the way.  I look 
forward to beginning 2008 along with many of 
you by starting the “Fresh from the Word” devo-

tional book.  Think of some ways to celebrate-they don’t have 
to be big projects or long trips but some different things you 
can do to reflect.  You may want to go on a work camp or sim-
ply volunteer at the soup kitchen to reach out.  Consider at-

tending Annual Conference in Richmond in the summer or spend 
a day at Camp Bethel. 
            Spend some time with a senior member of the church or 
even one of our Old Order brothers or sisters and hear stories from 
the earlier days of the church.  However you choose to celebrate, 
don’t forget to thank God for the freedom we have to worship be-
cause others endured hardship and even gave their lives for our 
way of living out God’s call.               Marsha Sink 
 
                        70th Wedding Anniversary 
            We were pleased to be a part of the celebration for Albert 
and Eva Ashworth.  It’s quite an honor to be married that many 
years. 
            Anyone that would like to go with the choir on Dec. 2 for 
the Antioch Night at Lake Side Church please meet at 5:30 p.m. 
at the church to carpool. 
 
                        Youth Handbells Dates 
            Play for church Dec. 2 
            Practice Dec. 5, 12 
            Play for church Dec. 16 
            Dec. 19 go handbell caroling 

            This Advent season the bulletin covers feature Chris-
mons.  And our Christmas tree has many Chrismons and An-
gels.  Each Chrismon is a white and gold symbol of our faith.  
White for the purity of the new baby and Gold as a color of the 
divinity of Jesus.  Walk up to the side front of the sanctuary 
and look at the symbols of our faith and then look at the other 
ornaments.  Angels that are for the babies born into our con-
gregation.  Thank God for the baby Jesus and remember to tell 
our babies, newborn or 14 or 60 that Jesus loves them.   
            Enjoy telling them through the stories of the season we 
call “Christmas Carols.”  Many of them tell the story of Jesus 
in miniature.  Enjoy, sing and tell. 

���������	����������	����������	����������	�� ���
 
 
Week of December 23  
              “Name Him Emmanuel”                                 Luke 2:1 – 20       
· Pray for every individual whose life is changed, endangered or lost by 

acts of violence, hatred and war.  Let us follow in the footsteps of Je-
sus, the Prince of Peace, whose birth brings the hope, the means and 
the ministry of reconciliation for those who continue in his steps.. 

· Spend time with  a friend discussing areas of brokenness in your life.  
How do you want God to be present in those areas?  In what ways do 
you want to experience reconciliation?  Pray together, and name your 
desire to participate in the process of reconciliation. 

 
 
Week of December 30�
              Cindy Laprade, a Licensed Minister from our congregation, and a 
               second year seminary student will be our guest preacher.          
· Pray for the mission and ministry of the Church of the Brethren our 

members, congregations, fellowships, and mission organizations during 
the coming year.  Let us use every whit and fiber of our being to wit-
ness to the fullness of God in Jesus Christ in the midst of great chal-
lenges and opportunities. 

· Celebrate in prayer signs of reconciliation you’ve seen recently, 
whether personally, nationally, or internationally. 
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Preaching & Praying . . . 
as you come for worship read & pray. . . 

 
Week of December 2�
              “Why Christmas Matters”                Isaiah 9:1-7, 11:1-9             
· Pray for Una Nueva Vida En Cristo, a new fellowship near Willis in 

Floyd County, Virginia.  Let us pray that the Holy Spirit will open our 
eyes to the diversity of our society and to our responsibility to reach 
out to all men and women with the Gospel. 

· Where would we be if we reconciled our relationships as often as we 
reconcile our bank accounts?  Is there a relationship you are neglecting 
because of brokenness?  How long has it been since you “balanced” 
your relationship with God?  Consider your relationships, and with the 
help of the Holy Spirit, make amends. 

     
Week of December 9�
�����          “Singing the Lord’s Songs”             Luke 1 
· Pray for Larry W. Fogle, Executive Director of the Annual Conference 

of the Church of the Brethren in New Windsor, Maryland.  Let us real-
ize that God calls to ministry and mission in an infinite variety of ways 
and by various means. 

· Invite Jesus, the Prince of Peace, to work on your heart.  Ask that you 
be given the ability to see the issue from the other’s perspective and the 
wisdom to recognize common ground. 

 
Week of December 16 
              “What if God Were One of Us?”     John 1 
· Pray for Pastor Bobby A. Riley, Sr. and the Mount Joy Church in Bote-

tourt County, Virginia, as they continue the work of Jesus.  Let us em-
brace anew the ministry of proclamation in word and deed wherever 
we are.. 

· Learn about the Jewish and Islamic faith traditions.  As one of the three 
parts of the Abrahamic faith family, pray that we spend more time in 
the future trying to understand each other than we do harboring fear 
and stereotypes about each other. 

 
Monday December 24th 9:30 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion 
              “Just Worship”                                 Matthew 1:18 - 2:23 
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            Anyone that would like to go with the choir on Dec. 2 
for the Antioch Night at Lake Side Church please meet at 
5:30 p.m. at the church to carpool. 

 
            ! 
 
 

An Invitation to Celebrate 
Butler Chapel AME Church 10th Anniversary 

             When Butler Chapel AME Church was destroyed by arson in 
1997, hundreds of Brethren disaster response volunteers helped to re-
build it.  The celebration of the 10th anniversary of the dedication of 
the new Butler Chapel is to take place on January 18-20, 2008, and the 
Brethren are invited to attend the festivities. 
             The registration fee is being waived, and Butler Chapel is pro-
viding three meals-lunch and banquet on Sat. and Sun. luncheon-at no 
cost to Church of the Brethren members and volunteers who attend. 
Plans are being made for charter motor coach transportation from New 
Windsor, leaving early on Fri. Morning, Jan. 18, and returning either 
late Sun. night or midday on Mon., Jan. 21. Cost for the motor coach 
will be approximately $130.00 per person. 
             Lodging in Orangeburg and on the way home will also need 
to be covered by each participant. 
            Upon receiving your registration, we will send more de-
tail as to lodging options, charter coach payment & schedule,  T-
Shirt orders, etc. Questions?  Call 1-800-451-4407 
There is a Registration Form on the bulletin board and more 
are available from the office. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN  
It is about time to make up a 2008 prayer list.  If you would like 
to be added to the list, please let me know.  Also if you would 
like a  prayer partner for the year let me know.  Call or leave a  
message in my mail box.  Velma Meador   334-1957    Thanks! 
 

300th Anniversary Tour 
Switzerland, Germany with the 300th Anniversary of Brethren 

Heritage      July 25-August 4, 2008 
Hosted by Rev. Glenn & Helen Kinsel 

  Visits to significant places of Brethren history. 
  Tour Price: $4,190 per person, based on double occupancy 

Single Supplement: $500 
MTS Travel (mtstravel.com)    phone (800) 874-9330 

Other tours are available, please contact office for more infor-
mation.  
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             YEARBOOK 

            It is time to update the church yearbook.  Nominations 
and appointments of all commissions and committees; name 
and address changes/additions and any new information 
should be given to Lois Willis, the yearbook committee chair-
man, or to Barbara Bradford, the church secretary by Decem-
ber 1.  The yearbook can only be as accurate as the informa-
tion received.  Thank you for your help in this endeavor. 
  
            Thanks for your response to the nominating committee, 
now the commissions are seeking help for their committees.  
From the Music Committee to the end of the list, your service 
helps our church go & grow.  Contact one of the commission 
chairs or Board Chair Lynn Myers to volunteer your service. 
 
                                      NURSERY 
            It is time to begin planning for the New Year in our 
Nursery.  A sign up sheet is posted behind the Sanctuary. 
Please consider how you can help in our nursery ministry in 
the year ahead.  If you wish to take a break from the nursery 
schedule, please see the sign up sheet as well.  The nursery 
ministry is vital to our congregation. If you are Jr. High age or 
older, please consider joining the nursery team. 
Thank you.       Marsha Sink,  Nursery Schedule Coordinator 
 
 
             
 
 
 
            Please remember the families of Wesley Stilton,      
Virgie McDannell, Linda Hunt, Linda Lumsden and Marcia 
Kump. 
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            Please remember the families of   Mary Lou Fisher, Polly 
Flora .May God bring comfort to these families in their time of loss 
and grief. 

OCTOBER—NOVEMBER  STATISTICS 

DATE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

WORSHIP OFFERING 

Oct. 28 75 132 $3,616.35 

Nov. 4 76 159 $6,871.00 

Nov. 11 72 123 $2,675.50 

Nov. 18 68 114 $2,487.25 

Nov. 25 67 115 3,306.00 

 
             

Julian Ikenberry will be 95  Dec. 6, and  
Drusilla Pasley will be 91  Dec. 14 . May 
God bless them on this special day and in the 
year ahead! 

World Hunger Auction Distribution 
            On Oct. 18th the WHA Committee distributed $51,000 
of proceeds from all the 2007 events to these ministries: 
Heifer International    $ 25,500           inside USA      $  5,100 
Global Food Crisis      $  5,100           RAM               $ 12,750 
Thank you for your generosity!          Heavenly Manna  2,550 

             Please let the church office know about  
Address Changes so we can stay in touch.  We are 
also continuing to add your emails so we can keep 
in touch in other ways 
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 Thank you for calls, cards & flowers while I 
was in the hospital.  It was much appreciated.  

                                    God bless you all.       Eva Bowman 
 
            Thank you so much to the Care Team and all who 
contributed to the nice care package. I appreciate your kind-
ness—it really brightened my day.     In Christ     Marsha Sink 
            Thank you very much for the care package.  The 
cookies, candies and other assorted sundries always mean a lot 
and make me feel closer to home, and let me know that I have 
a strong family in God.       Thanks again    Jason Altice    
 
                                    Come to the Mountain 
 
             National Young Adult Conference for young adults 
age 18-35. August 11-15, 2008 YMCA of the Rockies, Estes 
Park, Colorado.  The cost of registration, which covers hous-
ing, programming, and meals, is $325.  Travel to NYAC is an 
additional cost to the participant.   
            “Guidance for the Journey,” based on Isaiah 2:3, 
“Many peoples shall come and say, Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he 
may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” 
            Worship-music, praise and inspirational speakers, 
Community groups-build relationships, Workshops-forums 
for growth and communication, Recreation-hiking, swim-
ming, volleyball, frisbee, plus more, Fellowship-see old 
friends, meet new ones.  
            Finances are especially difficult for young adults.  .  
The Steering Committee is asking that your congregation 
prayerfully consider these things when you plan your 2008 
budgets.  NYAC is a great way to nurture and encourage 
young adults in their faith journeys.  Blessings to you and your 
congregation as you join us on this journey! Phone (800-323-
8039 x281) or email (rhouff_gb@brethren.org) 
                        Rebekah L. Houff  NYAC Coordinator 
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                                    Children’s Stories 
              Anyone who would like to help with worship by bringing a 
children’s story please contact Pastor Tom, Tara Riddle or Marsha 
Sink. The stories on Children’s Church Sunday’s (2nd & 4th Sundays) 
are skits and very easy.  There are also opportunities for folks to be 
creative on some other Sundays. Some dates coming up are listed:    
   Jan. 6,  Feb. 3,  Feb. 17        —          Non-Children’s Church Days 
   Jan. 13, Jan. 27, Feb. 10, Feb. 24  -  Children’s Church Days 
   
            Thanks for your help! 
 
 
 
 
 
             The Bible Study groups will begin “Women of the 
Bible” recommended by Cindy LaPrade, in January 2008.  
These books are a little more costly than what our previous 
books have been so we won’t be ordering extras.  If you would 
like to join this study or if you have been doing our studies on 
your own, please let Jane LaPrade know of your desire to have 
a book ordered for you before Dec. 1 
 
             The Women’s Fellowship will meet on December 4 
at 5:30 p.m. at Drusilla Pasley’s for a pot-luck Christmas 
dinner and secret pal gift exchange.  Whether a secret pal or 
not, all women of the church are invited to come, bring a 
covered dish and join the group for food, fun and fellowship.  
Bread, drinks and table service will be provided. 
 
            The Women’s Fellowship wishes to thank each and 
everyone who contributed to the success of this year’s Trick or 
Treat for UNICEF Campaign.  We collected a total of $106.43.  
Thank you to the children who participated and to the parents 
who provided support, transportation and all who contributed 
in various ways.  God Bless You       
 



                
 


